
CHARLEMAGNES IMPERIAL CORONATION

Charlemagne or Charles the Great numbered Charles I, was king of the Franks Imperial Coronation of Charlemagne, by
Friedrich Kaulbach, In , Pope Leo III had been assaulted by some of the Romans.

In the first place, the separation between East and West had become an accomplished fact in the political
sphere; for, though the intention in was not to divide the empire, this was the practical outcome. The Basques
fell on his rearguard and baggage train, utterly destroying it. In , he made his two youngest sons kings,
crowned by the Pope. The birth of an emperor on Easter is a coincidence likely to provoke comment, but there
is no such comment documented in , leading some to suspect that the Easter birthday was a pious fiction
concocted as a way of honoring the Emperor. Odo the Great of Aquitaine was at first victorious at the Battle of
Toulouse in  But before war could break out, Carloman died on 5 December  He spoke the Germanic language
of the Franks of his day, which should be called Old Frankish, but linguists differ on the identity and
periodisation of the language, some going so far as to say that he did not speak Old Frankish, as Charlemagne
was born in or and Frankish became extinct during the early 7th century, so that it is reconstructed from
loanwords in its descendant, Old Low Franconian, also called Old Dutch, and Old French. The Pax Nicephori
ended. At his succession in , Pope Adrian I demanded the return of certain cities in the former exarchate of
Ravenna in accordance with a promise at the succession of Desiderius. This time, the most unruly of them, the
Nordalbingians, found themselves effectively disempowered from rebellion. The punishment for perjurers, the
amputation of the right hand, was no novelty, but now the responsibility for suppressing this crime was placed
on the palace courts. Out of reach of Pepin, he repudiated all loyalty to Francia. The booty was sent to
Charlemagne at his capital, Aachen, and redistributed to all his followers and even to foreign rulers, including
King Offa of Mercia. Conquest of Lombardy The Frankish king Charlemagne was a devout Catholic who
maintained a close relationship with the papacy throughout his life. He then returned to Italy and, for the first
time, there was no immediate Saxon revolt. It was hoped that these new missi of high standing would be
conscientious. For the next two years, Charles was occupied with the Slavs against the Saxons. The Saxons
were once again brought to heel, but their main leader, duke Widukind, managed to escape to Denmark, home
of his wife. Another date is given in the Annales Petarienses, April 1,  He returned through Westphalia,
leaving encampments at Sigiburg and Eresburg, which had, up until then, been important Saxon bastions.
Charlemagne certainly refused to believe the stories mostly true of their wild behaviour. In that year, April 1 is
Easter. He could not trust the Moors, nor the Basques, whom he had subdued by conquering Pamplona. The
new minuscule was disseminated first from Aachen, and later from the influential scriptorium at Tours, where
Alcuin retired as an abbot. During this war the Frisians were also finally subdued and a large part of their fleet
was burned. The campaigns would have continued if the Saxons had not revolted again in , breaking seven
years of peace. Charlemagne built a new camp at Karlstadt. The second eldest, Pippin, was made king of Italy,
taking the Iron Crown which his father had first worn in  Shown here, the pope asks Charlemagne for help at a
meeting near Rome. The pope granted him the title patrician. According to Einhard: The war that had lasted so
many years was at length ended by their acceding to the terms offered by the King; which were renunciation
of their national religious customs and the worship of devils, acceptance of the sacraments of the Christian
faith and religion, and union with the Franks to form one people. Charlemagne temporarily left the siege to
deal with Adelchis, son of Desiderius, who was raising an army at Verona. It was the pope who had taken the
initiative. They took Bordeaux and were advancing towards Tours when Odo, powerless to stop them,
appealed to his arch-enemy, Charles Martel , mayor of the Franks. Administration As an administrator,
Charlemagne stands out for his many reforms: monetary, governmental, military, and ecclesiastical. The parts
they did, in which they placed the region's first cities, were sources of legions in the Roman army valued for
their fighting abilities. The ambassadors met at Thionville , and Charlemagne upheld the pope's side. Gascon
lords also surrendered, and Aquitaine and Gascony were finally fully subdued by the Franks.


