
I NEVER SANG FOR MY FATHER

I Never Sang for My Father is a American drama film based on a play of the same name, which tells the story of a
widowed college professor who.

What he wants from the son is a show of devotion. He expects his son to watch over him. As the play
proceeds, Gene is torn apart by his desire to start a new life in California and his guilt over abandoning his
frail and ill parents. Tom's love for his son comes shining through in their conversation, and he asks about a
tune that Gene used to sing for him as a boy. That night, Gene and Tom reminisce together over old
photographs. But now he has largely been forgotten, left to live a comfortable life in the rambling old family
home. Advertisement These bare bones of plot hardly give any hint of the power of this film. Through May 
His sister, Alice, arrives without her husband and children. The situation becomes urgent when the old man's
wife dies. But his own wife died a year ago, and now, at forty-four, he has decided to marry a woman doctor
who lives in California. For it is still not possible for him to "sing" for his fatherâ€”to understand and be
understood, to give the love he so wants to give, and to feel it all will be accepted, and appreciated, by his
father, who cannot love. The man is played by Melvyn Douglas , and Hackman plays his son, and the film is
about the fierce love they bear for each other, and about their inability to communicate that love, or very much
of anything else. The play is deeply moving and remarkably timely, considering the well-trod dramatic
territory it covers. But for Anderson's story, which depends on everyday realism and would find symbolism
dangerous, the unadorned dialogue is essential. And we hear Gene Hackman's voice: "Death ends a life. He
doesn't communicate with him; indeed, he spends a lot of time falling asleep in front of the television set. No
performance Sun. The conversation brings up old tensions about Tom's disinheritance of Alice over her taking
a Jewish spouse. With the exception of an inappropriate song which sneaks onto the sound track near the
film's beginning, Cates has directed solely to get those magnificent performances onto the screen as movingly
as possible. Beneath these trappings, however, he is a mean, unloving and ungenerous man, who has driven
his daughter away because of her marriage to a Jew and has alienated his son through his possessiveness, his
selfishness and his endless reminiscences. But then, in a scene of remarkable emotional impact, the son
watches as his father finally breaks down and reveals his grief, and the son invites him to come and live in
California. She explains to Gene that Tom's failing memory and health will require constant care either in a
nursing home or with live-in assistance. Gene seeks solace in the arms of his mistress, who pines for a more
serious relationship with him. McCadden Place, Hollywood. Plot summary[ edit ] After picking them up at the
airport, college professor Gene Garrison spends the evening at home with his parents. But his dependence
upon his son becomes almost total. Soon after, his mother, Margaret, suffers a heart attack and is hospitalized.


