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Prepared by CCCC Committee on Assessment, November (revised March , reaffirmed November ). Introduction. Writing
assessment can be.

Reliable Assessment A reliable assessment provides consistent results, no matter who conducts the
assessment. The assessment of written literacy must strive to set up writing tasks, therefore, that identify
purposes appropriate to and appealing to the particular students being tested. Policy Statement on Standards
and Assessment Position Statement on Standards and Assessment NeWP Advisory Board Position Statement
on Standards and Assessment The Nebraska Writing Project Advisory Board believes that teachers should
have responsibility for the design of curriculum to provide appropriate attention to state standards at their
grade level, while also allocating class time for the full range of writing experiences supported by the
professional literature. It seems appropriate, therefore, to recognize the individual writing program, institution,
consortium, and so forth as a community of interpreters who can function fairly--that is, assess fairly--with
knowledge of that community. Additional References. There should be a variety of ways stakeholders can
understand and be informed about the local writing assessment and its methods, findings, and products.
Anyone charged with the responsibility of designing an assessment program must be cognizant of the relevant
research and must stay abreast of developments in the field. Positive writing assessment takes into account the
nature of writing as a social process and product, situated within particular contexts e. Depending on the
purpose of the assessment, results can be used to improve instruction at multiple points in the curriculum.
What follows is an articulation of common understandings and general agreements in the membership of both
organizations on the following: The connections among language, literacy, and writing assessment The
principles of effective writing assessment The appropriate, fair, and valid use of writing assessment The role
and importance of reliability in writing assessment Connections: Language, Literacy, and Writing Assessment
Writing instruction and literacy education at all levels are formal ways in which societies build citizens, and in
which citizens develop reading and communication behaviors and competencies in order to participate in
various communities. Assessment should be developed in consultation with high school writing teachers.
Perceptions of writing are shaped by the methods and criteria used to assess writing. And, obviously, if results
are to be used to improve the teaching-learning environment, human and financial resources for the
implementation of improvements must be in place in advance of the assessment. Using methods that are
employed uniformly, teachers of record should verify that students are appropriately placed. Guiding
Principles for Assessment 1. Additionally, assessment must be contextualized in terms of why, where, and for
what purpose it is being undertaken; this context must also be clear to the students being assessed and to all
stakeholders. Ideally, writing ability must be assessed by more than one piece of writing, in more than one
genre, written on different occasions, for different audiences, and responded to and evaluated by multiple
readers as part of a substantial and sustained writing process. Assessment for School Admission Admissions
tests are not only high stakes for students, they are also an extremely important component for educational
institutions determining if they and a student are an appropriate match. In placement testing, this principle
might demand that administrators consider the local classroom conditions students will be entering after they
have been placed into a writing course, or the places in the local communities from which students come. The
assessment criteria should be clearly connected to desired outcomes. TENTH, and finally, there is a large and
growing body of research on language learning, language use, and language assessment that must be used to
improve assessment on a systematic and regular basis. Every use of an assessment requires a validation
inquiry in which an argument is made that the theoretical understanding of the assessment and the evidence
the assessment generates support the decisions being made on behalf of the assessment. Writing assessment
responds to student, teacher, institutional, and other stakeholder needs. Learning to write better involves
engaging in the processes of drafting, reading, and revising; in dialogue, reflections, and formative feedback
with peers and teachers; and in formal instruction and imitative activities. Prior to that time, members of
CCCC had expressed keen interest in having a document available that would help them explain writing
assessment to colleagues and administrators and secure the best assessment options for students. Essay tests
that ask students to form and articulate opinions about some important issue, for instance, without time to
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reflect, talk to others, read on the subject, revise, and have a human audience promote distorted notions of
what writing is. Students in a writing rich classroom will be encouraged to write for a wide variety of
purposes, genres, audiences, media, and contexts, of which timed writing assessments are but one. However,
money spent to compensate teachers for involvement in assessment is also money spent on faculty
development and curriculum reform since inevitably both occur when teachers begin to discuss assessment
which relates directly to their classrooms and to their students. Best assessment practice supports and
harmonizes with what practice and research have demonstrated to be effective ways of teaching writing.


