
THE BIRTHMARK AS A SYMBOL ESSAY

Nathaniel Hawthorneâ€™s The Birthmark is a story wrought with potent symbolism and destructive irony. This short
story provides us with a moral allegory and theme that is universally vital through symbolism. Through his use of
symbolism, Hawthorne addresses the issues of science and.

Such is the case in Nathaniel Hawthorne's short story, "The Birthmark. Consequently, she dies. He sees it as a
flaw in an other wise perfect woman. One character that seems to feature a great deal of symbolism is Lee. His
wife, Georgiana, has been marked with a small, red birthmark on her cheek that most men found attractive all
her life. Hawthorne wrote in a time period when Fredrick Douglas was paving the road to racial freedom,
Ralph Waldo Emerson wanted to world to be seen through the transparent eyeball, and Henry David Thoreau
was living the unfettered life. In it he sees imperfection in himself that he is afraid of facing. The analysis of
Greek mythology as a symbol of rebellion words - 5 pages  Symbols specifically are a literary device that are
very prominent in literary works and provide great meaning to the work. In fact, the cruel events might not
happened to Mrs. Rarely are major literary characters with the exception of villains weak figures. One of
which, is the idea that scientists are infatuated with perfecting nature even while guessing the inevitable
consequences. Weather one may be in a relationship with a boy, or just a friend, it is different. Georgiana
knows that her birthmark disgusts him and, having grown up not bother at all by it, begins to hate it herself
This analogy is not incidental, the three stories are all, to some extent, revisions of the Garden of Eden tale
Through husband's obsession with perfecting his wife, Hawthorne conveys the modern issue of man's ability
to control nature. Mallard, Desiree, Georgiana, or Fortunato. There are common types of symbolism in
literature. The closing of the novel with another symbol for the two victims of human malice suggests the
power Harper Lee sees in symbolism, which carries the message better than words. In these instances, plants
become a symbolic product of Nature controlled by science. A symbol is using an object or action that means
something more than its literal meaning These symbols role in "Macbeth" are to provide a greater meaning to
the play. Twain also criticizes the way society runs and the things it teaches everyone to be. How does our
society manifest that obsession. Basically if Aylmer had the sensibility of Aminadab he could have realized
how beautiful she was even with her birthmark. Not only does he kill his wife during the process, his attempt
to have any control over human nature dies as well. Although The Birthmark and Frankenstein are not
identical both stories have similar archetypal characters and share similar themes of abused power and
redemption. The birthmark, therefore, functions as a source of anxiety for Aylmer who fears death and its
equal degradation of all humans because almost-perfect humans like Georgiana will endure the same fate as
everyone else. Rather, he could not stop concentrating on her only flaw, while he alleged the rest of her to be
attractive. Such is the case in Nathaniel Hawthorne's "The Birthmark. Over the years many scholars have
noted that the story of Aylmer and Georgiana is riddled with traditional Hawthorne themes such as the evils of
selfishness and pride, coupled with an element of solitariness Arvin xvi. The primary definition asserts that
nature is a separate and opposing entity from mankind. There are four symbols that I will discuss below, they
are light and darkness it represents the good and bad things that take place throughout the play. After critically
analyzing objects and actions used to symbolize ideas in the play, the play had more meaning to it and its
literal one. Aylmer is consumed by his passion of overtake Mother Nature. If that fail us we are ruined.
Aylmer was enamored with his work; he loved science more than he could ever love another person. Nothing
and no one is perfect, yet Aylmer continues to naively dream that he alone can make perfection reality. Some
are Metaphors, Allegory, Colors, and objects. This less-corporeal function positioned the mask not only as a
symbol of the performing arts but also one of a transformational process that provided access to the divine. In
the act, he is acting like God.


