
AN ANALYSIS OF THE REASONS BEHIND EUROPEAN EXPANSION AND

EXPLORATION

Historians generally recognize three motives for European exploration and in the s inaugurated an era of aggressive
European expansion across the Atlantic. Yes, However it is only an artists' interpretation. these artist were know to.

European encounters with the New World were viewed in light of these preconceived notions. Catholic
missionaries were also instrumental in converting and maintaining order within the colonial territories.
Prestige Much like modern countries, nations in 16th century Europe sought to be first or best at every
endeavor. Portugal established its trading empire on mercantilist principles that held that the mother country
should supply manufactured goods in exchange for raw materials from its colony. They connected the
Christianization of the world with the second coming of Christ. As these religious and political changes were
occurring, technological innovations in navigation set the stage for exploration. Dias sailed around the tip of
Africa and into the Indian Ocean before his frightened crew forced him to give up the quest. By the
mid-sixteenth century, however, England had recognized the advantages of trade with the East, and in English
merchants enlisted Martin Frobisher to search for a northwest passage to India. Their hope was for a faster,
safer trip to the Indies, avoiding dangerous waters and marauding pirates. To plunder the New World of its
treasures was acceptable because it was populated by pagans. In the St. Formerly a Protestant province of
Spain, the Netherlands was determined to become a commercial power and saw exploration as a means to that
end. During the following century, Dutch, Spanish, Portuguese and British explorers continued to risk their
lives seeking treasure and adventure in the New World. In , Jean Ribault headed an expedition that explored
the St. Instead, the French traded with inland tribes for furs and fished off the coast of Newfoundland. Like the
Aztec, the Incas were no match for Spanish disease, guns, and horses. The Reformation, the Renaissance, and
New Trade Routes Between and , a series of interconnected developments occurred in Europe that provided
the impetus for the exploration and subsequent colonization of America. The supply of precious metals was
finite, and monarchs hoped to find large deposits of gold and silver in the Americas. The exchange of plants,
animals, and disease between Europe and the Americas is known as the Columbian Exchange. This thirst for
knowledge was related to the Renaissance taking place in Europe at the time, a period of renewed interest in
learning and the arts unparalleled since ancient times. The Catholic Church provided an outlet other than
marriage for women. Thanks for watching! Further east, in China, they found an ancient civilization that had
weathered many changes. Native American political and social structures were torn apart and replaced by
European systems of religion, language, and government. Gilbert headed two trips to the New World.


