
CRITERIA FOR A GOOD COLLEGE ESSAY

The college application essay is your chance to show schools who you are. Admissions officers have to read an
unbelievable number of college essays, most.

Colleges generally do not specify word limits for college essays, but is there a perfect number? What is the
perfect college essay length? I suggest handwriting versus typing on a keyboard for 20 minutes. To me,
personal stuff is the information you usually keep to yourself, or your closest friends and family. Wait,
actually try cutting this in your mind before scrolling down. Remember that admission offices have Google,
too, so if we feel we need to hear the song or see the work of art, we'll look it up. Verb you, Dude! Did you
fully answer the admissions essay question or complete your argument? A sneaky thing can happen as you set
about writing your essay: you may find yourself guessing what a college admissions committee is looking for
and writing to meet that made up criteria rather than standing firm in who you are and sharing your truest self.
She keeps clothes for a long time; she likes to be comfortable. Plus, multiple errors could lower your chances
of admission. If you already have, erase them from memory and write the story you want colleges to hear. The
sentence in bold above is essentially her thesis. Read it aloud. Insight answers the question: So what? Spoiler
alert Admissions officers want to know about you, your personality and emotions. Is your essay complete at
words? Do you excel in athletics or art? Think outside the text box! Write like a journalist. Essays that come
from the heart are the easiest to write and the best written. As you are writing your essay, ask yourself: Is there
a specific instance or example that shows this? The admissions officers are expecting you to celebrate
yourself, to underline your strengths and personality, so they can make a quick, accurate judgment about you.
Then, start writing. A teacher or college counselor is your best resource. Take a few moments to consider what
else you may contribute. This college essay tip is by Kim Struglinski, admissions counselor from Vanderbilt
University. It should be people who know you best and want you to succeed. The tip below is paraphrased
from a post on the USC admissions blog. Admission counselors want to see how you present yourself in your
essay. Tip 4: Contribute to the University Remember that one of the goals of the admissions board when
reading college admissions essays is to find students who will enhance the educational experience of other
students. We caution against one-liners, limericks and anything offâ€”color. One of the most important things
you can remember before writing your college admissions essay is that you need to "show" not just "tell"
what's been important in your life, and give reasons why.


