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In this stirring and often visionary novel, Chaim Potok traces Asher's passage between these two To ask other readers
questions about My Name Is Asher Lev, please sign up. Does anyone know how to pronounce the author's name?.

She studies Russian and becomes part of the dangerous busi ness herself. Power to amuse and horrify. The
story is et in the 's. The Rebbe asks Asher's father to travel to Vienna, since it would make his work easier.
Asher's father thinks that his gift is foolish and from the Sitra Achra, or Other Side. Potok has a sure sense of
how to diagram tragic mis understanding. With him, he learns to distinguish between working with true
artistic integrity, and simply following the fashion, or doing what will sell. However, the gift finally calls upon
Asher to paint his masterpieceâ€”a work which uses the symbolism of the crucifixion to express his mother's
torment. His father wants to support Asher by attending one of his exhibitions, but repeatedly says that he
cannot go because of the Hasidic insistence against showing off. Ashers mother bluntly says, Painting is for
goyim. Asher is not driven by the family and community values that a typical Jewish boy is supposed to grow
up with. Aryeh is close-minded, stubborn, and has difficulty with value systems other than his own. While
Asher's father is away, Asher gets more into his paintings and neglects his Jewish studies. Asher states at the
very beginning of the novel; p. All this comes to a climax when Asher, much to the disapproval of his family,
studies with a world-renowned Jewish sculptor, Jacob Kahn, who is non-observant and thoroughly secular.
But I cannot respect your aesthetic blindness. Power to bring pleasure and pain. I want to communicate what I
do. She struggles daily with the conflict between them. His father now has the strength to be indifferent to his
art. This subject matter makes it worse for the situation between him and his family and his community. The
book takes the reader through the first segment of Asher's life, ending when he's around 22 years of age. The
Rebbe formally decrees Asher's drawing as his gift from God. During his childhood, Asher is overwhelmed
with his passion for drawing and painting so much that he becomes apathetic towards most of the world
around him. At this point the novel can either fall into competent treatment of an interesting enough theme,
orâ€”as it doesâ€”move into a tragedy of terrify ing dimensions. In the end, Aryeh Lev's futile attempt to stop
Asher came out sounding like a threat to his only son.


